
  

Nancy Meehan                                                                                                                Carol Ghiloni 
State Regent & Editor                                                                                                    State Secretary 
njmeehan@verizon.net                                                                                                 caghiloni@aol.com                           
                                                                           
Patricia Adams                                                                                                                 Alicia Baer             
1st Vice State Regent                                                                                                       State Treasurer 
patsy621@hotmail.com                                                                                                 aliciabaer12@gmail.com 
  
Pauline Butler                                                                                                                   Reverend Peter DeFazio 
2nd Vice State Regent                                                                                                      State Chaplain 
pbandkids@verizon.net  padrepeter@icloud.com 
 

                         Massachusetts State Court                    

                                                                   Catholic Daughters “Matters”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
Website: masscatholicdaughters.org 
Judith Shooter, Webmaster 
Jhobbs1@aol.com  
 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principle of faith working through love 
in the promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all. 
 

JANUARY 2020 
 

REGENTS MESSAGE 
Greetings Sisters: 
 
As we welcome 2020 we all experience many emotions and memories of 
the year past and in anticipation of the new one before us. 
 
Whether you’ve just had the best year of your life or are so very relieved 
that it is finally over, amidst it all one thing rings clear, we are not alone, 
not ever.  Our God is with us!!! 
 

On the heels of the celebration of the birth of Our King, this reminder has the power to carry us 
right into a fresh, new start; and even though things and people will continually shift and change 
around us, God never will. 
 
May you and your families have a Very Blessed New Year full 
of His Peace, Joy & Love!!!        
 
Your State Regent Nancy 
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CHAPLAIN’S CHAT 
A Word from Fr. Peter DeFazio, Chaplain 
A Christmas Season Reflection for the New Year 
 
My reflection for January necessarily is a Christmas reflection. 
Because the Christmas season continues into January and when 
the secular world moves on from its one day Christmas “event,” we 
Catholics are just getting warmed up. 
 
So don’t take down the tree. Don’t put the crèche away.  
 

Instead, curl up with some great reading courtesy of the Holy Father, Pope Francis, who 
wrote a beautiful Christmas reflection. A prayerful Christmas meditation on the Nativity 
Set first created by St. Francis in the middle ages, as a way of visualizing the Gospel 
accounts of Jesus’ birth. 
 
The following is an excerpt from some of the gems that Pope Francis offers. I hope you 
enjoy it as much as I do as we continue to celebrate Jesus’ birth until the Sunday of the 
Baptism of the Lord: 
 
The nativity scene is like a living Gospel rising up from the pages of sacred 
Scripture.  ...The origin of the Christmas crèche is found above all in certain details of 
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, as related in the Gospels. The evangelist Luke says simply 
that Mary “gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7) 
 
...Coming into this world, the Son of God was laid in the place where animals feed. Hay 
became the first bed of the One who would reveal himself as “the bread come down 
from heaven” (John 6:41).  
 
...As we contemplate the Christmas story, we are invited to set out on a spiritual 
journey, drawn by the humility of the God who became man in order to encounter every 
man and woman. We come to realize that so great is his love for us that he became one 
of us, so that we in turn might become one with him. 
 
...It is customary to add many symbolic figures to our nativity scenes. First, there are the 
beggars and the others who know only the wealth of the heart. They too have every 
right to draw near to the Infant Jesus; no one can evict them or send them away from a 
crib so makeshift that the poor seem entirely at home. Indeed, the poor are a privileged 
part of this mystery; often they are the first to recognize God’s presence in our midst. 

The presence of the poor and the lowly in the nativity scene remind us that God 
became man for the sake of those who feel most in need of his love and who ask 
him to draw near to them. Jesus, “gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29), 

was born in poverty and led a simple life in order to teach us to recognize what is 
essential and to act accordingly. 
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The nativity scene clearly teaches that we cannot let ourselves be fooled by wealth and 
fleeting promises of happiness. We see Herod’s palace in the background, closed and 
deaf to the tidings of joy. By being born in a manger, God himself launches the only true 
revolution that can give hope and dignity to the disinherited and the outcast: the 
revolution of love, the revolution of tenderness. From the manger, Jesus proclaims, in a 
meek yet powerful way, the need for sharing with the poor as the path to a more human 
and fraternal world in which no one is excluded or marginalized. 
 
Children – but adults too! – Often love to add to the nativity scene other figures that 
have no apparent connection with the Gospel accounts. Yet, each in its own way, these 
fanciful additions show that in the new world inaugurated by Jesus there is room for 
whatever is truly human and for all God’s creatures. From the shepherd to the 
blacksmith, from the baker to the musicians, from the women carrying jugs of water to 
the children at play: all this speaks of the everyday holiness, the joy of doing ordinary 
things in an extraordinary way, born whenever Jesus shares his divine life with us. 
 
 
GREETINGS FROM OUR NATIONAL SUPERVISOR 
  

My wish as we journey into a new year is that we continue to have  joy, 
peace,  happiness, good health, courage, hope and  most of all increased 
prayer and love for one another.   

I take this opportunity, to say thank you for supporting your State Officers 
and your local courts in 2019. As I always say, you are the most valuable 
resource within CDA. Thank you in advance for sharing your time and 
talents in order to keep our great organization moving forward.  

Happy New Year to you and your family!  

                                  Many Blessings, Essie 
 

A MOMENT FOR SPIRITUALITY & REFLECTION      
 Jean Rousseau, Spiritual Enhancement Chair 
 
Thought for the New Year 
 
Everybody starts the day not knowing completely what it's going to bring. 
Even so, we should all start the day with a smile! 
We've got you, Lord, haven't we? 

         You don't tell us what's ahead, but You assure us of your loving presence. 
         Happy are they who start the day with a smile. 
         That may not be one of the original beatitudes, but it is a positive outlook 
         that I know You will bless.  Bless us all Lord. Amen. 
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CIRCLE OF LOVE  

This month our Circle of Love will focus on Legislation. 
 
Carol Ghiloni serves as our very informative Chair. 
 
As Legislative Chair it is important to keep informed as Catholic Women on 

a variety of topics, to support the church’s teaching on moral issues and to promote patriotism.  
Our culture is shaped by the way we defend human life, marriage, religious liberty, conscience 
protection, justice and peace. 
 
We focus our involvement on bills being considered in the legislative branch at both the state and 
federal levels. 
 
***It is important to note that Catholic Daughters as a tax exempt charitable organization may 
not take sides concerning candidates and political parties during election campaigns.  You may 
voice your opinion as a citizen/individual only. 
 
Some suggested activities are:  prayer services for the unborn and of course we have our own 
Pennies for the Unborn collection statewide each year; baby showers for birthright, sponsor a 
patriotic mass on July 4th or for Veteran’s Day; March in a parade, work with your Bishop or 
Pastor to support legislative priorities, network with other organizations and leaders such as the 
Knights of Columbus on particular issues that affect family values and quality of life. 
 
A quote from Pope Frances from World youth Day’s closing mass was: “Jesus is calling you to 
be a disciple with a mission!  Today, in light of the Word of God we have heard, what is the 
Lord saying to us?  Three simple ideas:  Go, do not be afraid and serve”. 
                                                                        
NATIONAL NEWS 
 
RESOLUTIONS & BY-LAWS- 
We will be presenting the four resolutions passed at our State Convention in April to 
National.  Any By-Law changes must be submitted to National by January 15.  If you 
have one you would like to submit it needs to be submitted in proper format to me by 
January 10th so it can be reviewed and amended if necessary before submission.  Please email to 
njmeehan@verizon.net. 
Please make sure you submit change and the rationale for change. 
 
NATIONAL JCDA SUNDAY – 
February 16, 2020 is National JCDA Sunday.  Please support your JCDA groups.  Are you 
planning a special mass or celebration for that day?  Please let the girls know how important they 
are to us and the future of our organization. 
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MARCH FOR LIFE 2020 – 
The 47th Annual March for Life will be held on Friday, January 24, 2020 in Washington D.C.  
The theme for 2020 is “Life Empowers: Pro-Life is Pro Woman.” For more details please see 
National Newsletter or go to National website. 
 
CALL TO NATIONAL CONVENTION – 
It’s time to make court plans to attend the next CDA National Convention to be held July 15-19, 
2020, at the downtown Sheraton Hotel in Dallas, Texas.  Hotel reservations can now be made by 
calling Marriott Central Reservations at 1-888-627-8191.  Ask for Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas rate.  The first Call to Convention will be mailed to courts soon.  Delegate sheets will 
be forwarded by me….see State News. 
 

                “Massachusetts in Action”… 
 
STATE NEWS- 
 
STATE CHRISTMAS PARTY – 
On December first we had a wonderful Christmas Party.  The Theme was “Joy to the World”.  
We enjoyed a delicious meal catered by Roche Brothers and then enjoyed dessert made by the 
State Board and enjoyed the music of Julie Kincheck.  We then held our basket raffle and we 
were able to wrap things up before the snow began to fly.  A great time was had by all!!! 
 

 
 

 
JANUARY FOCUS GROUP – 
Reminder that we will be holding a focus group for our 2021 State Convention on January 18 at 
St. Colombkille School cafeteria in Brighton.  Please plan on sending one or two people from 
your court, preferably one who has and one who has not attended convention in the past.  Please 
email Carol Ghiloni, State Secretary if you plan on attending. caghiloni@aol.com by January 
15th.  Come and help us brain-storm and come up with ideas for our next convention.  All are 
welcome. 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION DELEGATES- 
I am in receipt of the delegate forms from National and these counts are based on the 
membership as of the fall of 2019.  I will be forwarding them to all the Regents shortly.  Please 
get them in to me as soon as possible.  If we have a good number interested in going we will hold 
a delegates meeting in the late Spring/early summer before convention.  Thank you!!   Please 
consider coming!!!  Convention is open to all members not just the delegates!!! 
 
WOMAN AFFIRMING LIFE BREAKFAST- 
On Saturday December 14th, Carol, Pat and I attended the WALI mass and breakfast at the Four 
Points Sheraton in Norwood.  We celebrated Mass with Cardinal Sean and then after breakfast 
we were able to present him with our check for $10,000.00 from our Pennies for the Unborn to 
him for the Archdioceses Pro-Life Office.  We also presented him with a $500.00 check from the 
funds collected at State Convention in April for a purpose of his choice.  He was very 
appreciative and thanked us for all of our good work.  We then had a very informative talk by 
Sister Brenda on “Our Lady of Guadalupe” and ended with a prayer from each table and a rose 
laid at the icon of Our Lady.  It was a very moving presentation. 
 

  
 
 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, my mother, I place my heart, with all my concerns and worries into 
your maternal hands. 
Inspired by your compassionate gaze, I ask that you take myself, my family, and my loved ones, 
and enfold us in your tender arms. 
Keep us safe under your mantle, close to your heart.  Lead us to your Son, Jesus, who is our hope 
and joy. Amen.  Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of our Hope, pray for us. 
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GAMBIT- 
Gambit – Patricia Adams 

Congratulations to the December winners of the Gambit drawing! Prizes will be mailed to the 
winners. Please send your form and $20 fee to your court Gambit chairman to be eligible for 
the next drawing in January and all the remaining drawings. Gambit funds our State Scholarship 
and Education Contest and activities. Thank you for your participation and support. 

 
REMINDERS – 
Dues & Reviews should have been submitted by now unless and extension was granted by the 
State Regent.  Please submit if you have not already done so. 
 
Circle of Love and 2020 contest deadline to get to your local court chair is February 1st; first 
place winners must be submitted to State Chairs by March 1st. 
 
Please be thinking of your nominating committee’s for your Local Officer elections coming up 
this May.  Committees should be in place by March.      Thank you!!! 
 
 
LOCAL NEWS 
 
CT. SACRED HEARTS #864- 
 

 
At the December meeting of 

Court Sacred Hearts #864 court 
members brought in gifts for 

veterans who are serviced at the 
Northeast Veterans Outreach 

Center in Haverhill. A lunch was 
served followed by their 

monthly business meeting. 
Before leaving members enjoyed 

a gift swap.  
 
 
 

 
CT. MAPLEWOOD #510- 
 
Court Maplewood #510 held their annual Penny Sale in December which coincided with their 
collection of the Pennies for the Unborn. 
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CT. ST. BERNADETTE #2410- 
 
Court St. Bernadette #2410 celebrated  
Christmas after their monthly meeting  
with a delicious potluck dinner and some  
of the members participated in a play  
based on a children’s book called  
“The Three Wise Guys”.              
 

 
 

 
 
 CAMPUS BEAT 
Campus Court News – Patricia Adams  

The members of Court Stonehill College #2623 have finished the fall semester and are on 
Winter Break! They will be back to campus mid-January. Look for several members pictured on 
page 33 in the fall 2019 issue of Share Magazine! 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
The Holy Father’s intentions for the month of January are:  Prayer intention for 
evangelization – Promotion of World Peace We pray that Christians, followers 
of other religions, and all people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in 
the world. 
 
The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus, which is 
celebrated on January 3rd.  
 
Let us pray for Mary Benson of Our Lady Of Presentation and Kathy Keady’s 
two sisters in Ireland who have gone home to God; also Maryann Gruszecki’s 
sister Theresa from Ct. Margaret who has also gone to her final resting place.  
May God’s perpetual light shine upon them; may they rest in peace. 
 

Please also pray for all of our sisters and their family members who are ill, may they find healing 
and strength in our Mother Mary and may she wrap her mantle of love around them.  
-Amen 
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In Unity & Charity 
Nancy, Pat, Pauline, Carol, Alicia & Father Peter 

 
 

“Serving the Lord through Our Faith, Actions & Love” 
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